
substitute therefore -pWhile the lubricant may be incorporated 
into the collagen gel at the gel manufacturing level, such as 
described in publication WO-A- 93/12660 , this method has 
several drawbacks . " 



Applicant appreciates the acknowledgement in the 
Preliminary Examination Report of the novelty and 
inventiveness of claims 1-8 and 10-15. Applicant has amended 
the defects in the applications cited in items VII and VIII of 
the report. In particular, Applicant has cited reference 
D-1 (WO-A-93/12660) on page 4 of the Specification, as 
required in item VII (1) . Applicant has amended page 4 of the 
Specification to eliminate any lack of clarity regarding the 
application of the lubricant to the gel at the time of 
manufacture, as required by item VIII (1) . 

Applicant has also renumbered the claims as claims 1-14 
as required in item VII (2), and has corrected the antecedent 
support problem in claim 12, as required in item VIII (2) . 

Accordingly, the application is believed to be in form 
for allowance. 



IN THE CLAIMS 



Attached is a new set of renumbered claims 1-14. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Kirk M. Hartung, RegT"^^. 31,021 
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